The North Carolina Office of Environmental Education
Serving Our State's People, Environment and Economy Since 1993

Mission

The N.C. Office of Environmental Education in the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources was
established to increase environmental literacy and natural resource stewardship in North Carolina by
encouraging, promoting and supporting environmental education programs, facilities and resources
throughout the state. The office serves as North Carolina's clearinghouse, or central source, for all the
environmental education resources in the state and is responsible for disseminating information on those
resources to PreK-12 schools, colleges and universities, government agencies, non-profit organizations,
environmental education centers, citizen groups, business and industry, libraries and the general public.

Office Operations
e Yearly Operating Budget (does not include staff salaries and fringe benefits): $85,711
o Average Yearly Grant Funds Awarded to the Office of EE (since 2004): $91,821
e Grant Funding Awarded for 2009-2010: $121,075
o Grant Applications Pending for 2009-2010: $78,900
e Number of Staff: 7

Building a Green Economy and Workforce

Environmental Education Certification Program
North Carolina was the first state to develop a professional development program for environmental educators.
e 832 environmental educators have completed the Certification Program (24% are classroom teachers)
e 773 individuals are currently enrolled
e Individuals in 94 counties and 14 other states have been certified or are enrolled
e 24 organizations, including 9 within DENR, provide professional development programs for enrollees
o NC Division of Parks and Recreation rangers, Educational State Forest supervisors, and Wildlife Resources Commission
Conservation Education staff are required to complete the EE Certification Program. Several other DENR agencies and other
environmental organizations list EE Certification as a preferred qualification in hiring.

Environmental Education Centers
Environmental Education Centers contribute significantly to local economies and
local communities in NC, and they are helping us preserve land and our ecological
heritage for generations to come.
o The Office of EE web site has the only comprehensive, searchable listing of North
Carolina's EE Centers
o There are 187 Environmental Education Centers statewide
e More than 20 million people visit DENR EE Centers each year (a conservative
estimate)

Consumer Education
The Office of EE developed and manages the Informed Consumer Initiative to educate the adult public about the links between
everyday choices and natural resources. Informed consumers with critical thinking skills and balanced information are crucial for
a sustainable economic and ecological future.

o Consumer Education news feeds receive an average of 10,269 page views per month

e More than 32,000 Local Produce Postcards requested since Sept. 2006

Jobs
The Office of EE hosts an Environmental Education Jobs & Internships listing. This resource and the NC-EE listserv serve as
important conduits for those searching for employees as well as those searching for employment in the green sector.
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